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wastes and upon the walls, relief maps showing the routes they had
travelled. I could spend hours tracing those journeys stage by stage,
imagining the hardships and the human fortitude displayed; for I,
too, had stood on the edge of the unknown in Alaska and gazed
northward across it.
In 1909 Peary returned from the North Pole only to learn that Dr.
Frederick Cook had entered a prior claim to its discovery. The
ensuing controversy focused American attention upon polar ex-
ploration as nothing had ever done before. It led me to read
Nansen's book, which fascinated me more than anything had since
Roosevelt's Ranch Life and Hunting Trail. I realised now that
the polar regions, north and south, offered the last great fields for
heroic enterprise in the service of science and humanity.
In the spring of 1912 occurred two major events which once more
whipped up public interest in polar exploration. Amundsen
emerged from the Antarctic continent with the news that he had
reached the South Pole in December, 1911. The reverberations of
this event had not died down when a rescue party which had gone
into Antarctica to find Captain Robert Scott and his companions
came back with a tale of heroism and self-sacrifice without parallel
in the annals of exploration. Scott, too, had attained the South Pole,
only to discover that Amundsen had beaten him there by a month;
and on their way out the young British leader and his men were
overwhelmed by a blizzard on Beardmore Glacier and frozen to
death. Scott at once became the national hero of England, and even
the stirring events of the war have failed to dim the lustre of his
memory.
During that same year occurred a diird event in polar explora-
tion of more immediate concern to myself. Peary had stood on
Cape Columbia, west of Greenland, and off to the north-west, at a
distance he estimated to be one hundred and fifty miles, had seen
the mirage which he called Crocker Land. Upon his return, Peary
said he was too old to attempt the exploration of this supposed
island, and the challenge was picked up by that young Galahad
of Arctic exploration, George Borup, who, while still a Yale under-
graduate, had been a member of Peary's supporting party.
Borup, now a senior at Yale, interested another member of the
Peary supporting party, Donald MacMillan^ and secured the

